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To begin with, the definition of the “peace process” in the presentation is to be defined as “the process by which the two Korean states at an inter-Korean level, and the two Koreas, China and the US at international level attempt to cooperate to establish a peaceful regime on the Korean peninsula by reducing tensions through a policy of national reconciliation and cooperation, and replacing the 1953 Korean armistice agreement with a Korean peninsula peace agreement.” The process is one of essential conditions for achieving an eventual unification of the Korean peninsula by peaceful means. 

-Inter-Korean level-

What is the “Sunshine Policy,” or simply the engagement policy, of South Korea? It is based on three basic principles including that the South will not tolerate any military provocation from the North, that the former will not attempt to take over the latter, and that the reconciliation and cooperation should be attempted. It has contributed to some tangible results since 1997 such as, first and foremost, preventing a war on the Korean Peninsula, freezing the North’s nuclear program and long-range missile testing, and reducing the tension. It has also encouraged the exchanges of separated family members as well as those of culture.

Without the favorable environment, which has been provided by the engagement policy, the summit meeting between Kim Dae-jung and Kim Jong-il in June 2000 would not have been held.  

The significances of the historic summit meeting lie in the facts that it was the first meeting between the two Koreas in the last 55 years since the division of the Peninsula, it issued the five points joint declaration, and it reconfirmed again that the Korean issues were the matter, which should be resolved by the Koreans themselves (this principle was first confirmed in the July 4th agreement back in 1972). Also both leaders confirmed that they had not any intention to invade the other and agreed to lay foundation for unification through peaceful co-existence, reconciliation, and cooperation.

There have emerged both positive and negative aspects on the Koreas after the summit meeting. The former so far includes eight rounds of inter-Korean ministerial talks on thirty-one pending issues between the two Koreas resulting in reducing the tension. The latter includes on-and-off talks especially this year. The hard-line policy of the Bush administration has strongly influenced the course of the inter-Korean talks.    

-International level-

The intentional cooperation among the countries in the region is essential to solve the North Korean issues such as the nuclear problem and the economic problem. The four-party peace talk among four concerned parties, the two Koreas, the US, China, was proposed by South Korea and the US in order to initiate the process aiming at achieving the permanent peace treaty to replace the 1953 armistice agreement. It has not, however, been successful so far and has stopped since 1999, because in each session of six times before 1999 the North demanded that there should be two issues on the agenda--one being the issue of the withdrawal of the US troops from the South and the other being that of the conclusion of the peace treaty between North Korea and the US. Those demands of the North have prevented the four parties from settling the agenda to be discussed for almost three years. 

While the US is not interested in holding the four-party talk at the present time, the two issues the North has poised should be included in the agenda at the table. The four-party talk may not work out for months, or years, to come.

-Trilateral Interaction among the US, South and North Korea- 

The hard-line policy of the Bush administration has caused the negative effects on both the US-North Korea relations and the inter-Korean relations, while these three countries need to make joint efforts for establishing peace. The rhetoric of president Bush, or it seems more than rhetoric now, -the “axis of evil”- and the administration’s new nuclear military doctrine, in which a preemptive nuclear attack to the threats is considered if necessary, create enormous difficulties for the peninsula. The North might perceive that America’s next target after the removal of Suddam Hussein of Iraq could be Kim Jong-il. 

While in the Agreed Framework in 1994 the US gave an assurance of non-attack or non-threatening of the North, or the Negative Security Assurance (NSA), by introducing the new nuclear doctrine under the Bush administration the NSA to the North is in great danger of being thrown off. The hard-line policy has caused many difficulties, and because of the US’s hostile attitude toward the North, all inter-Korean dialog stopped. Despite the US hard-line policy, Lim Dong Won, President Kim’s special envoy, successfully visited Pyonyang in April 2002 to convey President Kim’s personal letter to Chairman Kim Jong-il and the inter-Korean dialog resumed.

When the foreign minister Choi said to President Bush during his recent visit to Washington in mid April that “sometimes carrying a big stick works in forcing North Korea to come forward,” this senseless remark made Kim Jong-il very angry, and the North suspended the dialog again.  

Despite this backlash, however, so far inter-Korean cooperation continues including the economic cooperation, the railroad project connecting the tow Koreas and so on.

-North Korea’s Admission of a New Nuclear Program in October 2002-

North Korea’s recent admission of an enriched uranium program, which is in violation of the 1968 Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), the 1992 Joint Declaration on the Denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula, and the 1994 Agreed Framework, shocked the world in October 2002. All the North said was they had a program to just enrich uranium in contrast to what the news media, such as CNN, reported. They reported that it had a program to do so for nuclear weapons, and indeed this difference, which is usually overlooked, is very important. For while no one is not for sure about the North’s intention, the North’s program might, or might not, be for energy. The North’s confession is favorable for the US government, which seeks to destroy the “evil empire. 


While Defense Secretary Rumsfeld said North Korea had two or three nuclear weapons, again, nobody knows and everything is speculation. On November 17,th 2002 CNN reported the North had developed nuclear weapons, but according to Yonhap news agency monitoring the North Korean broadcast, from which CNN quoted the coverage, actually the Radio Pyongyang broadcast the North had entitled to have nuclear weapons. This does not mean the North has possession of nuclear weapons, of course.  

Though the motivation of the North to have admitted its nuclear program is not clear, one speculation is that the North has been unhappy with the Bush administration’s hard-line policy as mentioned above. The “nuclear program as a bargaining chip” theory cannot be supported anymore since the bargaining chip does not work anymore. 

-The US options and its key demands for resolving the nuclear problem-

First, the US can use the military force --meaning going to war-- against North Korea, but this option is not feasible at the moment. 
Second option is diplomatic isolation and economic sanctions against North Korea. It is located between the first option and the third one, which is dialogue and negotiations with the country. 

The US demands North Korea to completely dismantle its nuclear weapons program as well as weapons of mass destruction in its possession, to allow IAEA weapons inspectors complete and unrestricted access to all nuclear facilities so that disarmament can be monitored and verified, and to promise not to export or transfer weapons of mass destruction, delivery system, or related technologies and materials to any country, group, or individual. 

-KEDO decision to halt heavy fuel oil delivery-

On November 14th, 2002, KEDO announced the suspension of heavy fuel oil delivery starting in December condemning North Korea’s pursuit of a nuclear weapons program. Future shipments will depend on the North’s concrete and credible action to completely dismantle its highly enriched uranium program. Subsequently, other KEDO activities including KEDO construction will be reviewed, and will be halted unless North Korea gives up its uranium enrichment program. 

For North Korea there is no room for negotiation when it faces the hard-line policy, which requires it to dismantle the nuclear program first before the negotiation table. Given its hard economic conditions today, North Korea will have to act accordingly.
Only constructive dialog among South, North Korea, and the US would prevent a possible military confrontation and contribute the peace building process on the Korean peninsula, however today there is not such a a dialog but one-side demand from the US to North Korea. Bush’s hard-line unilateralism prevents the constructive dialog. 

In this sense a war clouds are coming down over the Korean sky. However, nobody living on the peninsula does not want any kind of military conflict.

