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“Parties make for a “system,” then, only when they are parts
(in the plural); and a party system is precisely the system
of interactions resulting from inter-party competition. That
is, the system in question bears on the relatedness of
parties to each other, on how each party is a function (in
the mathematical sense) of the other parties and reacts,
competitively or otherwise, to the other parties.” (Giovanni
Sartori, Parties. and Party Systems: A Framework for
Analysis [Cambridge University Press, 1976], p.44)
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